TOURISM PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT IN TIBET
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Introduction

In June/July 2008 | made my ninth visit in 8 years to Greater Tibet and the Tibet

Autonomous Region (T.A.R.). Each visit has been a research planning exercise

designed to gather data and undertake analyses for the development of appropriate

forms of ecotourism and cultural tourism for Chinese (domestic) and International
visitation., Previous outcomes have includ
Shangril a Regiond (which encompasses the Tibet
Province, western Sichuan Province and Eastern Tibet), and various tourism plans for

Tibet itself. At the highest political level, a major commitment, supported by more than
US$20 billion, has been made for the econo
provinces (the Western Development Plan) because of their relative under-

development compared to the booming eastern coastal provinces Tibet and Tibetans

are beneficiaries of this national intervention. The objective on the occasion of my

most recent visit was to develop a tourism master plan for the Lin Zhi Prefecture and

four counties in the south east of Tibet Autonomous Region as part of a team from Sun

Yat Sen University Center for Tourism Planning and Research, Guangzhou. This area

of Tibet, which abuts Myanmar and India to the south, is in a part of Tibet not yet

opened to international tourism and non-Chinese (as with several other areas of my

field trips), and approval for access was based on the need for professional tourism

planning. | have thus had the privilege of visiting many places not on the tourist map

and | have had access to all kinds of people at all levels of society and government,

from governors and party secretaries of counties to senior officials and many ordinary

Tibetan people, from Lhasa (the capital) to major towns to small villages and tiny

hamlets.
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Satellite photo of Tibet (nasa web site)



Objectives: A major component of the most recent exercise was to focus on
Tibetan ecology and culture to advise on appropriate forms of development that
would safeguard and retain the integrity of Tibetan traditions to the greatest
possible extent for international visitors and Chinese alike. The Master Plan

is being formulated under the auspices of the China National Tourism
Administration, a key aim of which is to promote Tibetan culture. In this context,
as with all previous field trips, | found a resilient, dynamic living culture being
expressed and manifest on a daily basis in literally hundreds of different ways.
The total integration between Tibetan culture and their biophysical environment
thus lends itself to holistic forms of ecotourism development that have the
capacity to benefit local communities directly.

Yang Zhou Yong village Ba-rang Village
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Touring route development

The scenery in south eastern Tibet is stunning. When the area is opened to international
visitors the route we took will | believe become one of the most spectacular touring routes
anywhere - towering snow capped peaks adorned with numerous glaciers, deep
perpendicular gorges, thick old-growth forests in the lower altitudes, windswept grasslands
on the plateau, picturesque villages occupying tiny fragments of arable land among the
peaks and gorges, and a vibrant culture all around!

Mount Gyala Belri First Bend of the Yangtze River
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Yarlung Tsampo (Brahmaputra) River _ Silong Glacier
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