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China experiences four major tourist flows, each of which has significantly 

different characteristics that planning must take into account.  The needs and 

expectations of Chinese domestic tourists (by far the largest market) are quite 

different from those of óOverseas Chineseô, which in turn are different from 

international Asian visitors (Japan, Korea, Thailand, etc), which are again quite 

different from those of international western country travellers.

My focus as part of the team was to contribute to proposals for the international 

western countriesô segment of the market, particularly ecotourism and cultural 

tourism.  A major characteristic of this market is that Tibet has an almost mystical 

fascination for westerners, and tours need to be undertaken with interpretation 

that covers history, religion, biology, geology and culture.  Given the relative 

isolation of Tibet, its underdeveloped tourism services sector and the reliance of 

access to many parts by four-wheel drive vehicles on precipitous roads over 

passes more than 5000 metres high, the type of tourism might be appropriately 

described as cultural/natural heritage adventure tourism.   
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The following vignettes are 

included to indicate the potential 

attractions for this type of tourism.
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1. In Dege, there is a very famous Buddhist printery and monastery that for 

more than 300 years has been producing hand-printed Buddhist texts on scrolls 

which are also of handmade paper (from mulberry tree pulp and bark) in an 

annexe. A visit to that monastery today will reveal an absolute hive of activity as 

perhaps 100 monks continue to hand-print 3 million copies of such texts each 

year that are distributed all over Tibet. They have a ólibraryô of 60,000 woodcut 

blocks, which were secreted safely away during the Cultural Revolution.   Dege 

has recently been opened for tourism and thousands of Chinese and foreign 

Buddhists, including from Taiwan, Japan, India and elsewhere, purchase texts 

from the printery each year. 

Dege Monastery 

Printing House

Thousands of printed texts
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2.   The wood-cuts used by the monastery in Dege come from a tiny village called 

Sejiong about 200 miles away high up in the mountains which we approached 

through the long narrow Jirong Gorge foaming with white water under precipitous 

cliffs.  Boys are apprenticed at the age of six to begin learning how to read and write 

Tibetan sanskrit and to carve the wood blocks, using ancient templates that were 

also hidden during the destruction of the Cultural Revolution years (1966-1976). After 

the cultural revolution the art of template carving was resuscitated and is a thriving 

cottage industry.  On request you may be taken into the Sejiong monastery ïlargely 

rebuilt by funds from India, under the supervision of a Tibetan monk who had 

returned only recently from Dharmsala - and shown the ancient woodblock 

templates, and some of the óbooksô of Buddhist mantras that are 300-400 years old 

and black with age. The monastery is also filled with religious paintings, carvings, 

accoutrements and artefacts of significant antiquity, as well as new monastic 

decorations.  Two artefacts did not exactly follow conservation or the Buddhist tenet 

against taking all life: the skins of two magnificent snow leopards. When I queried 

this, I was told they were there to teach the people NOT to kill them: but one looked 

very new and was being used as a 'robe' over a drum. But the point about these 

activities is that they refute allegations of suppression of religious freedom, 

destruction of material culture or cultural genocide. There is not even one Chinese 

policeman in this remote community.  Its isolation is however likely to be changed if a 

new road proposed for the area runs through Jirong Gorge. 
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3. Qiang-ba-ling monastery in Chamdo, perhaps the most famous Buddhist Yellow 

Hat (Gelu) sect teaching institute ïswarming with more than 2000 resident monks.  

Pilgrims coming and going all day, every day of the week. Some prostrating 

themselves across the huge courtyard to the inner temples, others lighting incense in 

front of statues of Buddha and his guardians, throngs of Tibetans burning dwarf 

cypress twigs for its purifying scent. Teaching and debating all day, with the monks 

shouting and gesticulating and stomping in a walled courtyard lined with river pebbles 

raising a huge clatter as they emphasize a point - incredibly dynamic and participatory.  

If only my students displayed the enthusiasm of these novitiates! The temple complex 

was inscribed on Chinaôs list of protected heritage and cultural sites in 1962, suffered 

significant damage during the Cultural Revolution, but has been rebuilt and expanded 

in the past three years, following my first visit in 2005.

Pilgrims approaching Qiang-ba-ling
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