INNOVATION is increasingly necessary in tourism development because so many
diverse attractions are available that tourists are becoming very selective in what
they will pay to see and do. ACTION as well as ATTRACTION is necessary to
provide a QUALITY EXPERIENCE that tourists will be willing to pay for. The
application of principles of Ecotourism as advocated by the EcoClub provides the
opportunity for both innovation and action to be combined as attraction for
sustainable eco- and cultural tourism.

|l n many countries there are tal/ Nskywa
posts) that allow people to experience the forest canopy (treetops) instead of
boardwalks and trails along the ground. And there are perhaps thousands of cable
cars that have been constructed in the past 30 years to take people through forests
and up steep mountains. Both of these types of construction are:

Aexpensive to build;

Aare often environmentally damaging;

Alimited in how much money can be charged for people to use them; and
Athey have no relationship to the local culture.



http://www.clipart.com/en/close-up?o=3981472&memlevel=A&a=a&q=cable%20car&k_mode=all&s=1&e=21&show=&c=&cid=&findincat=&g=&cc=&page=&k_exc=&pubid=

9. One of our proposals for a form of ecotourism activity new to Tibet is based on
a traditional form of transport 7 their use of ropes and pulleys to transport goods
and people across the deep narrow gorges of rivers and streams. For example,
since 700A.D. the cha-ma-trail (tea-horse trail) which runs for 2,500 kms from
Lijiang in northern Yunnan Province to Lhasa has used ropes and pulleys to
transport tea across the Yangtze and Mekong River gorges en route to Lhasa,
with horses being transported across the rivers on the return journey.

In 1930 the biologist,
Joseph Rock, made an
historic mounted
exploration of the
mountainous regions :
running between China* - i i M

and Tibet. Becausehe . .~ =
travelled with a large fo = et
guard, Rock was able S5, ™
to have his mules and &
horses winched across
the raging rivers
of Tibet.
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Thi s proposal builds on that tradi:t
through a forest - a high wire harness ride through the treetops. Locations

for such an adventure ride could be the Tsebark Valley National Nature
Preserve near Dyazul, the Mel-dway Glacier, and the Five Cultures

Villages. Such a development would be innovative (in terms of tourism),
active, culturally derived and environmentally sensitive.
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In Australia, an example is
the Hollybanks Treetops
Adventure in the Tasmanian
forests. The US$700,000
project takes thrill-seekers on
a 730m elevated tour in the
longest continuous treetop
cable ride in Australia.
Participants are strapped into
harnesses clipped to cables
50m above the ground,

stopping at seven special
pl atforms kno
stationso al o

Australia



This cable wire harness ride is environmentally sound. Unlike cable cars for
example which must travel in a straight line, not a single tree was cut down
to make the Hollybanks cable harness ride. It uses the giant trees in the
forest for i1ts oO6sky platfor mmade, it
structures to support it, and it uses gravity rather than a form of generated
power to transport Oridersod al ong
negligible. The fee is $100 per person to take the ride, groups are restricted
to ten at a time and are accompanied by a trained guide who provides
Interpretation of the forest canopy habitat. Forestry Tasmania supports the
Hollybank Treetops Adventure with an international mountain bike park,
walking trails, signage, car parking, toilets, picnic facilities and a café, and
this model has been suggested for a range of sites in Tibet.
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One such site for an innovative access experience incorporates the Five
Cultures Villages, Lunang Valley.

Diagram illustrating how the cable harness ride could provide an exciting
access for adventurous tourists to the Five Cultures Villages. Instead of just
driving along the road, they could stop at the top of the hill, and slide down the
cable across the river and down the valley to the village of their choice. Their
bus would take the road.



Five Cultures Villages, Lunang Valley.
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