
ESCAPE FOR GOOD
SUSTAINABLE LODGE 
47 HECTARES MADRE DE DIOS.PERU $220,000 ONO



SIPAPU
SUSTAINABLE LODGE 47 HA FOREST + CHAKRAS
MADRE DE DIOS.PERU

$250,000

ESCAPE

More and more people are waking up 
to the fact that societies, economies 
and ecologies are under great pressure. 
The health, if not survival of humanity 
depends on a return to living in 
harmony with planet, not living off it. 

If you are one of the 99% without an 
ancestral estate or a private island,
47Ha of rainforest in the world’s 
most diverse bioregion could be the 
sustainable sanctuary you have been 
waiting for. 

The Amazon rainforest is the hub of the 
planet’s ecosystem services. Life here in 
the Plant Kingdom is tranquil, intense, 
a daily adventure shared with countless 
species of birds, mammals, reptiiles and 
insects.

You will be free, in the very heart of 
nature, in one of the most beautiful 
bioregions on Earth. 

FOR GOOD

PEACE & QUIET
3hrs by boat from nearest town
Near enough to stay connected. 
Far enough for security & privacy.

OFF GRID 
Sustainable water, sanitation and energy. 
Basic food security. 

SPACE
More than 235m2 of flexible 
accommodation, sleeps up to 20.

TRADITION
All buildings are constructed in local 
materials according to traditional 
Amazonian methods, ensuring weather, 
flood and pest proofing. 

MOD CONS 
3000W Solar electrical system powers 
a fridge freezer, ceiling fans, lighting, 
mains sockets and water pumps.  
 

TAKE A LOOK AROUND >  
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Sipapu is located on the 
Tambopata River, approximately 
3 hours by boat from Puerto 
Maldonado. It forms part of the 
Tambopata National Nature 
Reserve Buffer Zone.

The property is well positioned 
for private use or as a mid-sized 
ecolodge. It comprises traditional, 
Amazonian style wooden 
bungalows set in well-maintained 
gardens. 

Madre de Dios is one of the most 
biodiverse regions in the world, 
providing habitat for hundreds of 
species of birds, mammals and 
reptiles, and thousands of species 
of insects and arachnids.

Close to Sipapu you will find lagos 
(lakes) aguajals (swamps) and 
colpas (clay licks) that support the 
complex ecosystems of the Lower 
Amazon. The Rio Tambopata flows 
past the property, joining the 
Madre de Dios downstream at 
Puerto Maldonado.

Buildings

Bungalow 1 Facilitator house
Bungalow 2  Dormitory
Bungalow 3 Kitchen/diner
Guardian house

Land Assets

Primary rainforest
Secondary rainforest
River frontage
Chakras 
Plantations
Many fabulous trees including 
Castana (Brasil nut) 
Coiba (mahogany)
Renaco (fig), Lupuna (kapok) 
Shihuahuaco (ironwood). 

Legal

The property is privately titled, officially 
listed for agro-forestry use in accord 
with guidelines for the Tambopata 
Nature Reserve Buffer Zone.

Furnishings 

Tables and chairs  
for dining and lounging
Beds, mattresses and bedclothes
Extensive cookware, cutlery, 
crockery and kitchen storage. 
300 ltr eco fridge freezer.

Systems 

3KW Solar Electrical System
3KW Gasoline Generator (x2)
7m Water tower 
22m Borehole
1HP Submersible pump
1 HP Water pump 
1100 Water tank 
2500 Water tank
Domestic carbon water filter.

Marine

13m fibreglass boat
40HP Yamaha outboard motor
4 Lifejackets
Tools and spares.

Sipapu is a spacious and well-equipped lodge 
in 47 hectares of rainforest in Madre de Dios, Peru

Sale Includes

A full inventory is available on request.
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LOCATION

Sector La Torre
Zona de Amortiguamiento 
Reserva Nacional Tambopata, 
Madre de Dios, Peru.

E Centroid UTM

N Centroid UTM

Area

464.589

8.583.439

47.5 Hectares
117 Acres

The property is siuated on the La 
Torre section of the Rio Tambopata, 
within the Madre de Dios region 
of Peru. The area is famous for 
its biodiversity, which draws 
ecotourists and serious biological 
research from all over the world. 

Across the river is the vast 
Tambopata Nature Reserve. To 
the north of the property is one of 
the areas beauty spots, the Tres 
Chimbadas Lake, which is managed 
by the local community. 

The nearest city is Puerto 
Maldonado, approx 16km away 
as the crow flies, or practically 
speaking, 3.5 up- or 2.5 hours 
downriver by boat. It has an airport 
with daily connections to Cusco and 
Lima. 

SUSTAINABLE LODGE 47 HA FOREST + CHAKRAS $220,000 ONO
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MAPS

Sipapu’s linderos (boundaries) 
are clearly marked by well-main-
tained cut trails and wooden 
posts. 

The land is internally accessed by 
signposted and well-maintained 
trails. 

A Garmin KMZ file, which lists 
the points shown in the map 
opposite, is available on request. 
It can be loaded into e.g. Google 
Earth.

NB the trail leading to Lago Tres 
Chimabadas (top) is no longer 
visible and would need to be 
reestablished. 

The area to the north of the 
property is currently untitled. 

SUSTAINABLE LODGE 47 HA FOREST + CHAKRAS $220,000 ONO
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MAPS

The property comprises several 
zones. Zones 1 and 2, the 
buildings, pathways and some 
of the gardens, are sited aboout 
100m from the river. 

A number of chakras in Zones 
2 and 3 are in use, providing 
regular crops of various kinds 
of banana, citrus fruit, papaya, 
avocado, coconut, as well as 
herbs such as wild basil, cilantro 
(a species of coriander) and 
turmeric. 

Zone 4 (not shown) comprises 
the forested areas of the property 
to the north. Here we find 
populations of brasil nut, cedar, 
lupuna, pashako, mashionaste 
and other valuable trees. 

SUSTAINABLE LODGE 47 HA FOREST + CHAKRAS $220,000 ONO
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BUNGALOW 1 FACILITATOR HOUSE

A delightful Amazonian 
bungalow built in traditional 
style from local hardwoods, 
with a lightweight green 
galvanised roof. All windows 
and eves are fitted with 
durable mosquito netting. 

Adjoining bedroom and 
bathroom with w/c, shower, 
washbasin and storage. 
Multiple lighting and socket 
fixtures. 

House     6 x 9m
Bedroom    6 x 2m 
Area             66 m22

SUSTAINABLE LODGE 47 HA FOREST + CHAKRAS $220,000 ONO
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BUNGALOW 2 DORMITORY

A substantial Amazonian 
bungalow built from local 
hardwoods, with a lightweight 
green galvanised roof. All 
windows and eves are fitted 
with durable mosquito netting. 

Full length porch towards the 
river, suitable for hammocks or 
chairs.

Adjoins at rear with kitchen/
diner and composting toilets 
via covered walkway.

Currently used as a dormitory/
lounge, but easily repurposed.

House  10 x 10m
Area       100m2

SUSTAINABLE LODGE 47 HA FOREST + CHAKRAS $220,000 ONO

7



BUNGALOW 3 KITCHEN + DINING ROOM SUSTAINABLE LODGE 47 HA FOREST + CHAKRAS $220,000 ONO

Spacious, well-equipped kitchen 
+ dining with ample storage. 

Large range of cutlery, cook. 
Adjoins with kitchen/diner and 
composting toilets via covered 
walkway.

Dining area
Cooking area
Storage room  
Double basin unit 
Single basin unit 
Cieling fan
Samsung Smart Inverter Fridge 
Benches
Well equipped for 20+

House  6 x 9 m
Area  54 m2
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BUNGALOW 4 GUARDIAN HOUSE

Traditional Amazonian bungalow 
constructed from local 
hardwoods, with a lightweight 
green galvanised roof. 

Windows fitted with durable 
mosquito netting. 

The Guardian House sleeps two, 
has its own shower, w/c and basic 
kitchen. 

Positioned closer to the river for 
keeping an eye on the boat. 

Two beds
Shower and w/c
Toolshed
Fuel shed 
Generator shed 
Wooden walkway to main path

Area  30 m2

SUSTAINABLE LODGE 47 HA FOREST + CHAKRAS $220,000 ONO
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GARDENS

The property features well-
appointed gardens planted 
with many ornamental and 
flowering plants and shrubs.

Main pathways feature 
concrete paving on hard-
wood stumps, so you can 
keep your feet dry in the 
wet.

The front garden features 
coconut, lemon, orange and 
other local fruits like picuaiu 
(palm fruit) and star fruit.  

The many flowering plants, 
including turmeric and bird 
of paradise attract bees, 
and humming birds year 
round.   

SUSTAINABLE LODGE 47 HA FOREST + CHAKRAS $220,000 ONO
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SUSTAINABLE BATHROOMS AND SHOWERS

The property provides 
sufficient sanitation to safely 
and sustainably host groups 
of up to 20 people. 

The outdoor showers are 
one of the great pleasures 
of life at Sipapu.

There are two flushing and 
two compostible toilets, 
and various washbasins. 

The composting toilets 
use sawdust (a large stock 
included) with resulting 
compost carted when 
necessary to the humanure 
store. 

Used water is run via 
underground tubing 
(recently overhauled) to an 
earth sink about 40m from 
the buildings. 

SUSTAINABLE LODGE 47 HA FOREST + CHAKRAS $220,000 ONO
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SUSTAINABLE SYSTEMS 

Sipapu is completely off-grid 
in terms of water and energy. 
All-round food security is 
possible, albeit on a limited 
diet.

Energy is delivered via four 
Peimar 60 cell solar panels, 
3kW MPP Inverter and two 24V 
gel acid batteries. Two 3kW 
Meba gasoline generators are 
on hand as back up during 
cloudy spells. 

Vegetable waste is composted 
in a dedicated store, while 
human waste is decomposed 
separately. 

Various raised beds are 
available for propagating 
seedlings. 

Several Inga (guava) alleys 
have been planted, and will 
be mature for use in alley 
cropping in 3–5 years. 

See overleaf for details of 
chakras and plantations.  

SUSTAINABLE LODGE 47 HA FOREST + CHAKRAS $220,000 ONO
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CHAKRAS + PLANTATIONS

The property includes mature and 
productive plantations and areas of 
various fruits including:

Tropical
Bananas (various kinds)
Cacaco (local ‘chuncho’ variety)
Copoazu (the cousin of cacao)
Star fruit
Coconut 
Picuayo (a kind of palm fruit) 
Papaya
Yucca

Other
Pineapple 
Pumpkin
Oranges
Lemons (various kinds)

We have initiated several inga 
(guava) plantations for use in 
alley cropping, an agro forestry 
developed by Kew Gardens for use 
in tropical Africa. 

We have also successfully planted 
traditional medicinal plants 
including ayahuasca, chacruna, pion 
colorado, bobinsana and toé. 

Planting uses ‘terra preta’ soil 
infused with charcoal with carbon 
sequestering and soil enrichment. 

SUSTAINABLE LODGE 47 HA FOREST + CHAKRAS $220,000 ONO
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FOREST + TRAILS + CEREMONIAL FIELD SUSTAINABLE LODGE 47 HA FOREST + CHAKRAS $220,000 ONO

The property includes areas of 
primary and secondary forest.  

Primary or old growth forest tends 
to be ‘cleaner’ and taller, reaching a 
stage of maturity where the canopy 
prevents the overgrowth of weeds. 
Mother trees, including huge castana 
(brasil nut), lupuna (kapok), renaco 
(fig) and cedar command intricate 
ecosystems. 

We have worked to clear the 
secondary forest areas nearer to the 
encampment of weeds, providing 
space for the trees to mature, and in 
some areas for appropriate planting, 
like cacao or copoazu. 

In the middle south of the property 
is a natural clearing (the ‘ceremonial 
field’) which has been well 
maintained over the years, and has a 
special atmosphere. 

The linderos (boundaries) and trails 
are all well maintained, and provide 
access to all parts of the property.

The trails are signposted, allowing 
easy navigation. (It is quite easy to 
get lost in 47 ha of forest!)
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BOAT

The Tambopata is a fast-flowing muddy 
river. The jourey up-river to Sipapu takes 
3-4 hours depending on weather and 
cargo. The return journey downriver 
takes 2-3 hours. 

SALE INCLUDES

13m fibreglass riverboat  
40HP Yamaha outboard motor,

Fuel for a return journey to Sipapu from 
Puerto Maldonado costs about $40.  

SUSTAINABLE LODGE 47 HA FOREST + CHAKRAS $220,000 ONO
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FAQ

WHERE IS THIS?
Rio Tambopata, Madre de Dios, Peru.
3.5 Hours from Puerto Maldonado.

HOW DO I GET THERE?
1. Fly to Lima 
2. Fly Lima to Puerto Maldonado (2h)
3. Boat from Puerto to Sipapu (3.5h)

WHY ARE WE SELLING?
In a word, the pandemic. Our plans depended 
on being able to receive retreats, guests and 
volunteers. Most of our customer base is in 
Europe, from where, at the time of writing, travel 
to Peru is forbidden. Without a viable business, 
we are unable to bridge the gap created by the 
pandemic’s travel restrictions. 

IS THERE DANGER OF FLOODING?
Lower parts of Puerto Maldonado were flooded 
in March 2021, due to heavy rains swelling the 
Madre de Dios and Tambopata rivers. A national 
emergency was declared in Puerto Maldonado  
The Tambopata was very swollen and for 2 days 
the water level reached the riverbank at Sipapu. 
There was some waterlogging in the lowest 
parts of the property btut the water did not 
reach or affect any of the buildings, including 
the Guardian House, which is lowest and closest 
to the river. This was the highest we have seen 
the river during our 4 year tenure. The river level 
fluctuates under normal conditions, especially 
during rainy season, sometimes rising and falling 
10m in a few hours. Extranormal conditions are 
expected every 10 years.   

IS THERE MALARIA?
There are, of course, mosquitoes, however the 
area is not designated as high risk for malaria. 

IS THERE DENGUE? 
Dengue is a risk in Puerto Maldonado, not at 
Sipapu. The virus prefers areas where there 
are domesitic animals (like dogs) and high 
concentrations of people. The municipality 
regularly undertakes fumigation and inspections 
of properties for areas of stagnant water. 

ARE THERE DANGEROUS ANIMALS? 
Yes. The area is home to many kinds of snake, 
tarantulas, bird-eating spiders, caymans and 
various species of wild cat, including jaguars. 
They are not aggressive, and will go out of their 
way to avoid contact with humans. You will not 
find any of these creatures anywhere near the 
houses at Sipapu. You’d have to go out into the 
forest, probably at night. Jaguars move around, 
and occasionally pass through Sipapu. We have 
seen paw prints, and some amazing camera-trap 
footage, but have never met face to face! 

ANY OTHER RISKS?
There are many kinds of biting insect, some of 
which are themselves infected with viruses like 
dengue or parasites. Perhaps the worst of these is 
the Leishmaniasis parasite. Fortunately, it seems 
to exist in very localised areas. Sipapu is not one 
of them. There are many kinds of poisonous 
plants, trees and fungi. Branches fall, there are 
thorns and holes in the ground. There are ants. 
It’s the jungle. If you are new to it, as we were, all 
it takes is some research, a bit of handholding at 
first, and you’ll be fine. 

IS THERE ILLEGAL MINING? 
If you have done your research you will know that 
Madre de Dios is famous for wildcat goldmining. 
At its worst, this involves illicit teams undertaking 
something akin to fracking, using mercury to 
aggregate allluvial gold. 
The government has been working to combat 
it and persuade miners to use less destructive 
techniques. We have never come across any 
mining ourselves, though its effects are visible via 
Google Earth around Huepetuhe and Mazuko, 
about 150km west of Sipapu. Madre de Dios is a 
region about the same size as Austria. 

IS THE WATER MERCURY POISONED? 
Mercury is not soluble in water. Being a heavy 
metal it sinks, and is therefore absent from 
flowing river water. There may be some risk of 
ingesting mercury via eating bottom-feeder 
creatures or those that feed on them, like catfish. 

CAN FOREIGNERS BUY PROPERTY IN PERU? 
Yes. We did. You need a Business Visa, which is 
easy to obtain via Peru Embassy or Consultate 
in your home country. You can also obtain a 
permission to sign contracts if you already in 
Peru. Do your own research. Start here: 
https://www.globalpropertyguide.com/Latin-
America/Peru/Buying-Guide

HAVE ANOTHER QUESTION?
Write to us INFO@SIPAPU.CO and we’ll do our 
best to answer it!  

SUSTAINABLE LODGE 47 HA FOREST + CHAKRAS $220,000 ONO
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FINALLY... SUSTAINABLE LODGE 47 HA FOREST + CHAKRAS $220,000 ONO

The feeling of ariving at Sipapu is 
of coming home. You are greeted 
by the cries of hawks and buzzards, 
the screeches of macaws and 
parakeets, the incredible sounds of 
the oropendula, and of course the 
symphony orchestra of the insects. 
2020 has been a very tough year for us. 
Nevertheless we have: 

+ restored areas of forest and chakra
+ installed sustainable systems
+ installed new roofs  
+ built new showers 
+ replaced all sewage and drainage
+ upgraded all electrical wiring.

We are very sad to be leaving. We hope 
the next owner will share and further 
our dream of building and sustaining 
something special here, for the sake of 
the forest and the planet.

Davina & Nizami Directors

ALL ENQUIRIES 

PERU  +51 947 724 554
UK   +44 7710 454 814
EMAIL INFO@SIPAPU.CO

SEE ALSO 

HTTPS://SIPAPU.CO
INSTAGRAM/SIPAPU21

FACEBOOK/SIPAPU.PERU


